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European Community Comments

General Comments

The European Community would like to thank the United States and its drafting partners for the new
draft Code of Practice prepared at the meeting held in Brussels in April 2000. The current document
clearly shows progress and the European Community supports the approach taken in this document
together with its general architecture. The European Community notes that many comments have not
yet been taken into account in the text and therefore suggest that the drafting group should focus on
integrating these as requested.

It is clearly stated in the scope of the Code, that the annexes are an integral part of it and the
assessment of the Code should remain closely linked to the completion of the annexes. Therefore
until the Code can be examined in its entirety with all annexes the European Community
recommends that the code remain at step 3.

In relation to the annexes, the European Community would recommend to the Committee that it is
important that all issues of a general nature are covered in the body of the Code and not placed in the
annexes. The body of the code and the annexes should be developed in such a manner that the targets
and objectives are stated, and detail is kept to the minimum, to ensure that there is sufficient
flexibility for all systems of milk and milk production in different parts of the world. The text has in
some places become too detailed, e.g. in relation to olfactory and visual check in milking where the
draft would exclude the use of modern systems like automatic milking and would not allow
alternative means of physical checks.

The European Community recommends to the Committee that the Code reflects the importance of
Good Agricultural Practices at the primary production phase particularly in relation to animal
husbandry and health, and extrinsic or environmental sources of hazards. Appropriate guidance
should be developed such as within the annexes.

Detailed Comments

• Sick Animals: This term is rather broad and should be more specifically defined to refer to animals
with conditions which may have an effect on the safety or suitability of the milk.


